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President's Message
By Stuart Sharack, Co-President
Well, we all know the state of the Union but let me just add that, despite the worldwide pandemic,
Mysticalligraphers is alive and well and keeping busy. We currently have about 38 members. We completed a
page exchange project with the theme of Gratitude and about 20 participants now have an exciting treasure to
add to their collection.
In December, we held an in person holiday party at the Grange. Many thanks to Pam for the very lovely and
professional event setting. Food and chatter were good and Christmas cards were exchanged. A special thanks
goes out to Maureen for her very generous donation of calligraphic gifts that we were all so thrilled to receive as
party favors!! More thanks to Pam and her helpers who were also responsible for the Mysticalligraphers
Christmas tree which was put up at the Mystic/Noank Library and most favorably received.

Some members have been busy taking online classes as there are a plethora of options nowadays. I myself took a
2-hour “Holiday Gift Tag” class with Julie Wildman where I learned a bunch of new techniques to try and art
materials to buy. I’m currently planning a drive to Dick Blick’s Art Supply shop as soon as I have enough pennies!
We are hoping that the Covid situation will subside and we can return to in-person monthly meetings in February
and March. I’m looking into the possibility of holding hybrid meetings for those members not yet comfortable
with in-person meetings but wish to continue involvement through Zoom. The January online meeting had about
15 attendees and we all enjoyed the gathering. Thanks to Annette who, using her new document camera, shared
a hands-on Valentines card activity which was enjoyed by all. It just so happens this month we held a Valentines
card exchange.
As this year is our 40th year, we are planning many special celebratory events. The 40th anniversary committee
is actively meeting to plan these out. Many special activities and exhibits around the region are in the works. Feel
free to share any ideas you have.
Just a reminder we are still looking for summer workshop leaders. These are fun, simple, and rewarding activities
which give us a chance for informal socializing also. Email your idea to: Lamoureux.Meghan@gmail.com
Be well,
Stu

Above 2 pictures: Holiday party at the Grange

Above: Mysticalligraphers' tree on display at the Mystic &
Noank Library - special thanks to Pam Lambot!
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NOT FOOD, BUT IT IS
FOR THOUGHT...

“Picasso created more than 50,000
works of art. How many are
considered masterpieces that we
still admire today? About 100.
Less than 1% of his creations are
still relevant. We need to stop
trying to make every piece of
artwork perfect. It’s a numbers
game.”
-Jacqueline Sullivan
Picasso in 1908

Announcements
DATES TO REMEMBER
March 9, 5-7pm: Mystic & Noank Library (hybrid Zoom option will be available)
April: 40th Anniversary Exhibit, Mystic & Noank Library
April 15: Spring Newsletter submission deadline

MMOA
On Saturday May 14, 2022 from 9am-3pm the Mystic Museum of Art will run a studio class in
Suminagashi, a Japanese tenth century floating ink form of paper marbling. It is quite different from
other types of marbling we have done and very beautiful. The class costs $115 for museum members,
and $130 (?) for non-members. There is a limit of 10 students, so if it sounds interesting to you, sign up
soon. They also have a monoprint workshop using Gelli Plates in March. Check out their website.
-Terry Philbrick

MEMBER NEWS
Sean has been teaching Introduction to Calligraphy at New London Adult Education and Mystic Museum
of Art for quite some time. Now he is working on a contract with Saint Edmund's Retreat Center at
Ender's Island!
Thanks to all who have helped me along the way. I am grateful also to Dorothy Steele's memory. Thanks
to all who made the holiday gathering a time to remember. The food, decorations, and conversation
made for an evening out with friends. Here's to a relaxing new year to one and all!
-Sean Kane

ON THE WEB
Looking for some fun? Have some time for stimulating explorations? Check out this website of guilds
around the world at: calligrafile.com/guilds-conferences-museums
I took a quick look at societyforcalligraphy.org (a California guild) and discovered a 4-part Donald
Jackson lecture held via Zoom called “Painting With Words” (free to anyone).
-Stu Sharack

YOUTUBE
As suggested by Stu, here are some of the YouTube channels I have found informative. These crafters
give great ideas, tips and techniques that can be applied to calligraphic pieces, greeting cards, ATCs, etc.
From these links you will find many other talented crafters: Treasure Books; Amity Bloom;
Shabbydabbydoodah; My Paper Outpost; Carol Tinson; Gayle Agostinelli
Enjoy!
-Marie Galtieri

THANK YOU
Thank you to the Guild and the Sunshine Committee for the beautiful condolence card for my aunt's
passing. Your kind messages and thoughtfulness lift me up in a difficult time. I am very appreciative!
-Arlene Marcionette

NEW FEATURE

MY
STUDIO
By Gail Turgeon, Member-at-Large
Recently, Letter Arts Review
devoted an entire issue to the
studios of acclaimed
calligraphers. Stu and I thought
our guild could follow this lead
and feature the studios of guild
members in our quarterly
newsletters. This glimpse of my
penning place will serve as an
introduction to this feature.
When I first began my study of
calligraphy, I purchased a table
at Ikea and placed it in the
corner of my bedroom. For
many years this set-up served
me well. However, when I
began teaching classes in my
home, I opted to move "my
studio" to the main room of my
house where a six-foot farm
table afforded more space and
the lighting was better. I kept
my supplies in a corner hutch
and a unique cabinet I
purchased at Mine, an area
second-hand store. One
drawback of this area was that I
felt compelled to pick up after
lessons or practice.

So when my son moved out in
May, this empty-nester
transferred her supplies to his
room in the upstairs of my
home. A painted door on saw
horses brightens the space and
affords a large working surface.
Built-in bookcases span the
length of the room and allow
me to store my supplies in a
place where I can see them.
The closet has shelving, too,
that is perfect for the many
papers we simply must have.
And the best feature of the
studio is that I can leave my
mess when I am working on a
project and simply close the
door behind me.
I am looking forward to seeing
where you all create in the
months ahead. I told Annette
that I would phone members
each time we are putting
together a new newsletter. So
do not be surprised if you get a
call from this member-at-large
asking you to share images of
your space and a brief
description of how it works for
you.
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